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Scapegoating the 'other’ in Southeast Asia
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This aerial view shows Indonesian Muslims gathering at Jakarta's National Monument Park as part of a rally against
Jakarta's Christian Governor Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, better known by his nickname Ahok, on December 2, 2016. More
than 100,000 Indonesian Muslims protested on December 2 against Jakarta's Christian governor, the second major
demonstration in a matter of weeks as conservative groups push for his arrest on accusations of insulting Islam.
(AFP/File)
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There is much talk in Southeast Asia about the rise of authoritarianism and the retrenchment of

democracy, here intended not only as an electoral system, but most importantly as a
governance structure that trusts in the impartial rule of law, encourages stakeholders’
participation in decision-making, respects alternative views and provides protection for
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